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Building a culture of sharing

A mashupis a web page or mobile phone application that combines data or functionality from two or 
more sources to create a new service. The term implies easy, fast integrationand results that were not 
necessarily the reason for producing the raw source data.

Neogeography
Traditional GISGeographic Information Systemshistorically have developed tools and techniques 
targeted towards formal applications that require precision and accuracy. By contrast, neogeography
tends to apply to the areas of approachable, colloquial applications. The two realms can have overlap 
as the same problems are presented to different sets of users: experts and non-experts.

¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ нΦл ǘŀǎƪŦƻǊŎŜ ǎŀȅǎ άaŀƴȅ ǎŜǊŜƴŘƛǇƛǘƻǳǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛŜǎ ŀǊƛǎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ƳƛƴŘ 
ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǳƴƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ŘƛǎǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέΦ ¢ƘŜ 
more people have access to more data, the more likely you are to get something really good.  This 
applies to the community and to business. 

MashupsŀǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
better. They present  information that would be otherwise hard to find. When you think about 
mapping mashups, being able to access them while you are on the move makes them especially useful. 

The Government 2.0 Taskforce was set up to explore the potential uses of public sector information 
and online engagement. 2.0 refers to Web 2.0 applications that facilitate two way interaction with the 
web  suchaas wikis, blogs, youttube.

The EDIC Inquiry  Improving Access to Victorian Public Sector Information and Data reported

report on the potential economic benefits and costs to Victoria of maximisingaccess to and use of 
Government information for commercial and/or non-commercial purposes. It looked at licencing
models, the technology that is now available to support information sharing and Risks and 
impediments. Both came up with similar conclusions
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geographic_Information_Systems


L Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƪƛƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ōǳǘ LΩƭƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜΦ 

Lessons learned

3



4



5



Building a culture of sharing

A mashupis a web page or mobile phone application that combines data or functionality from two or more sources to create a 
new service. The term implies easy, fast integrationand results that were not necessarily the reason for producing the raw 
source data.

Neogeography
Traditional GISGeographic Information Systemshistorically have developed tools and techniques targeted towards formal 
applications that require precision and accuracy. By contrast, neogeographytends to apply to the areas of approachable, 
colloquial applications. The two realms can have overlap as the same problems are presented to different sets of users: experts 
and non-experts.

¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ нΦл ǘŀǎƪŦƻǊŎŜ ǎŀȅǎ άaŀƴȅ ǎŜǊŜƴŘƛǇƛǘƻǳǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛŜǎ ŀǊƛǎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ƳƛƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǳƴƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ŘƛǎǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŀǘŀΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ȅƻǳ 
are to get something really good.  This applies to the community and to business. 

MashupsŀǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ  
information that would be otherwise hard to find. When you think about mapping mashups, being able to access them while 
you are on the move makes them especially useful. 

The Government 2.0 Taskforce was set up to explore the potential uses of public sector information and online engagement. 2.0
refers to Web 2.0 applications that facilitate two way interaction with the web  suchaas wikis, blogs, youttube.

The EDIC Inquiry  Improving Access to Victorian Public Sector Information and Data reported

report on the potential economic benefits and costs to Victoria of maximisingaccess to and use of Government information for 
commercial and/or non-commercial purposes. It looked at licencingmodels, the technology that is now available to support 
information sharing and Risks and impediments. Both came up with similar conclusions 
Å Make data free (libre and gratis) no cost/marginal cost approach to PSI
Å Use creative commons
Å Lead agency / whole of government framework
Å Change risk averse culture
Å Publish is the default
Å User friendly infrastructure
Å Reward and applaud
Å Custodianship
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The more people have access to more data, the more likely you are to get something 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜ αǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƻǊ ƛƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ǘǊǳǘƘǎ.͍
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LŦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦƻǊ lindsaytanner we would not be here today. He set up the Government 
2.0 Taskforce to explore the potential uses of public sector information and online 
engagement. 2.0 refers to Web 2.0 applications that facilitate two way interaction 
with the web  suchaas wikis, blogs, youttube.

It was followed in Victoria by tTheEDIC Inquiry  Improving Access to Victorian Public 
Sector Information and Data reported

report on the potential economic benefits and costs to Victoria of maximisingaccess 
to and use of Government information for commercial and/or non-commercial 
purposes. It looked at licencingmodels, the technology that is now available to 
support information sharing and Risks and impediments. Both came up with similar 
conclusions 

Å Make data free (libre and gratis) no cost/marginal cost approach to PSI

Å Use creative commons

Å Lead agency / whole of government framework

Å Change risk averse culture

Å Publish is the default

Å User friendly infrastructure

Å Reward and applaud

Å Custodianship
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Not all had maps but 56 out of the 82 entries did. 

3 things

Paid attention to the people side (prizes, hackfests, feedback)

Engaging online infrastructure 

Plenty of data
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The website on which the mashup entries were posted was very user friendly. You 
could search by category of mashup, comment on a mashup or vote for it, report a 
bug, see what datasets it used, who created it.  Very good feedback for the 
developers

LobbyLens

LobbyLens shows connections relevant to government business (e.g., government 
suppliers, government agencies, politician responsibilities, lobbyists etc.). For the 
judging panel, the relationship visualizations that this entry gave aligned well with 
much of purpose of Government 2.0 even if its usability needs a lot of work.
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http://mashupaustralia.org/mashups/lobbylens/


Data is categorised and documented ςmostly very simple from a spatial viewpoint, may be addresses or lat,long. 
Metadata variable, SA frog atlas has a very good explanation in the readme sheet in the spreadsheet, then all the 
locations of frog sightings, whether it was seen or heard or captured in a trap. 

The site is run by Australian Government Information Management  Office AGIMO, drawing on experience of a UK 
model called showusabetterway. 

What sorts of data?  All sorts. 

from Sustainability VictoriaAdopt a roadside. Locations where individuals, organisations, community groups and 
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ƘŜƭǇ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ ŀǊǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǊƻŀŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΦ 5ŀǘŀǎŜǘ 
includes hours spent in maintaining roadsides and cubic metresof litter collected.

Locations for Bytebackϰ ςa free computer recycling service that lets Victorian residents and small businesses 
dispose of old, unwanted and non-functioning computers safely. This service is currently being trialled in Victoria 
only.

New South Wales Crimes by offence type, month and Local Government Area.

Road crash statistics from SA

Suburb of residence of school students in ACT and BBQ locations

Rainfall, evaporation, temperature, pressure and wind data of all the capital cities plus Cairns, Broome and Alice 
Springs for 2008 from the BOM

A KML file of Victorian Hospital locations 

Locations of playgrounds, public BBQs, fire brigades, boat ramps 

Most visited datasets on the site were  centrelinkoffices, and medicareoffices   national public toilet map, federal 
election boundaries, frog atlas and crime data. 

One I really liked was public internet locations in Victoria ςwith addresses, opening times, free or fee, support for 
disabled access (speech synthesis, wheelchair access, vision impaired).
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In Their Honour is a mashup dedicated to the service men and women who fought 
and died for Australia. It has indexed over 100,000 service records and linked them to 
their burial location in one of over 3000 War Cemeteries in Europe and around the 
world.

It also has WWI photographs from the Australian War Memorial and a Timemap. A 
ŎƘǊƻƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭΣ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
wartime. The creators hope to extend this to include other photographic collections, 
integrate historical events and user contributed personal histories.

National Archives of Australiawith assistance from TheCommonwealth War Graves 
Commission. Flickr stream from the Australian War Memorial. Google Geocoding API
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This was the student prize winner. It mashes census and crime data.

Aninterview with the creators is on 

http://www.communica.com.au/mashup-australia/interview-with-a-mashup-hacker-
1/

15

http://www.communica.com.au/mashup-australia/interview-with-a-mashup-hacker-1/
http://www.communica.com.au/mashup-australia/interview-with-a-mashup-hacker-1/
http://www.communica.com.au/mashup-australia/interview-with-a-mashup-hacker-1/
http://www.communica.com.au/mashup-australia/interview-with-a-mashup-hacker-1/
http://www.communica.com.au/mashup-australia/interview-with-a-mashup-hacker-1/
http://www.communica.com.au/mashup-australia/interview-with-a-mashup-hacker-1/
http://www.communica.com.au/mashup-australia/interview-with-a-mashup-hacker-1/
http://www.communica.com.au/mashup-australia/interview-with-a-mashup-hacker-1/
http://www.communica.com.au/mashup-australia/interview-with-a-mashup-hacker-1/
http://www.communica.com.au/mashup-australia/interview-with-a-mashup-hacker-1/
http://www.communica.com.au/mashup-australia/interview-with-a-mashup-hacker-1/
http://www.communica.com.au/mashup-australia/interview-with-a-mashup-hacker-1/
http://www.communica.com.au/mashup-australia/interview-with-a-mashup-hacker-1/


I noticed that in Victoria which I will come to, the department of planning and 
community development published population projections so you could build these in 
too to see what your suburb might be like in 10 years. 
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Report problems in your area. 

AǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ 
reported by local government area. 

A website called fixmystreetis up and running in the UK. 
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A more politically correct victorianversion was an iphoneapp called Snap Send Solve

Uses the geo2gov engine
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http://www.premier.vic.gov.au/app-my-state/view-application-submissions/item/root/snap-send-solve.html
http://www.premier.vic.gov.au/app-my-state/view-application-submissions/item/root/snap-send-solve.html


άaŀǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƻǊ latitude,longitudeƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘέΦ

Adam Kennedy and Jeffrey /ŀƴŘƛƭƻǊƻΩǎspatial engineGeo2govwon the 
MashupAustraliaTransformationPrizefor a mashupthat solves a data problem for 
other hackers.Most hackers were spending an inordinate amount of their time 
dealing with locating, downloading, cleaning, formatting and otherwise overcoming 
problems getting access to the data they wanted to use in their application before 
they even got to start building it. Geo2gov was used byitsbuggeredmateand anyone 
can use it.  Over 36 hour hackfestin Canberra, most of mashupscreated in last 10 
hours. 

geo2gov takes a location in a variety of different formats (address, postcode, suburb, 
place name, ip address, etc) and converts them to a GPS location, then drills that 
point through half a dozen spatial layers to identify federal, state, local and ward level 
locations, as well as your statistical location within the most recent census. Finally, it 
expands these basic identifiers with information on elected members and other data. 
[so you can link through to OpenAustralia.org to find out what they are saying and 
doing]. It does all this in  around a quarter of a second. 
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A competition to inspire Victorians to create web and mobile applications for 
Victorians. $100,000 in prizes. 

Data  from national , nsw and victoria

Different formats e.g. Crime statistics . Makes it hard to do a national mashup 
(suburbmatchmatchmaker)

About 60,900 results(0.18 seconds)

Search Results

Department of Innovation, Industry and Regional Development

Only 4 apps were mobile in mashupaustralia
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http://www.diird.vic.gov.au/


I have concluded form appmystateentries that Victorians like to cycle and they like to 
go to out and about.  Lots of entries like this handy one showing current events using 
a handy time map and integrated with a googlecalendar. Great potential for sporting 
associations  - all the tennis events around the state ςchildrenscomps, adult, camps 
and classes.  Excellent for athletes to plan their competition schedule. 

Others were Vic likes to party, Victorian markets, 
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Find out what volunteeringorganisations in your area need your services.
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Sublurb, find out about your suburb or any other, how many sporting clubs does it 
have, law courts, libraries, how well served is it for schools 

Moonee ponds has lots of sporting clubs but the lowest number of libraries. 
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You can add sublurb to your own website and select certain themes ςsuch as 
education for all the schools, culture  or sport for all those sporting clubs. 
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